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captain of the remaining ship now feeling alone, and per-
ceiving that the Spanish commander was coming right upon
him, closely followed by all the rest, felt that there was no
chance of getting off; so, confused and frightened, he de-
termined to surrender, and ordered all the soldiers to pile
up their arms, saying, that it would be more folly than pru-
dence to fight, since it was manifest that one ship alone was
no match for five enemies; and that, by surrendering, the
Spaniards would treat them well as prisoners of war,1 as
they were themselves treated. He was answered, how-
ever, very angrily by one of his bombardiers, who said,
that neither he nor his companions would on any account
surrender, but were determined to fight; that he would
rather die fighting than disgracefully surrender to the
enemy; if he, the captain, was afraid, he ought not to go to
war. Though the foes were five and he alone, still he did
not care a farthing (un quattrino) for them, since Spaniards,
especially at sea and in those countries, knew not how to
manage guns; but that he with four shots would undertake
to sink the commander's ship, and there was no doubt but
that, as soon as she was disposed of, the rest from fear would
fly. Certainly, if the captain had listened to this bombar-
dier, it would have been better for them; for it was thought
that these brave words would be accompanied by brave con-
duct. Accordingly, when the Spaniard fired a gun, and
called out, " Surrender to the emperor," he was answered
by a heavy shot between wind and water; but the captain
having determined not to fight, jumped below, and tore the
match from the bombardier's hands, he being on the point
of firing another shot in an equally dangerous place, and
1 Such seems to have been a necessary consideration, since it does not
appear that the vessel pertained to the royal navy. Charles Y. and
Francis I. were certainly amusing Europe by personal defiances and
strange parade ; but the war between the two monarchs was only a kind
of lugubrious half-jest half-earnest afiair. (Trans.)